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SUBJ: US WEAPONS SUITES FOR IIN FRIGATES 

REF: TEHRAN 5173, DTG 311 100Z MAY 78 

1 . DUTCH AMBASSADOR CAMPAGNE CALLED ON ME MAY 25 TO DISCUSS 
IIN FRIGATE PROGRAM. HE ESSENTIALLY REHEARSED REPORTS CON- 
TAINED IN RECENT TELEGRAMS FROM DEPARTMENT AND THE HAGUE, 
UNDERSCORING ESSENTIALLY TO DUTCH SHIPYARDS TO GET AT 
LEAST LARGE PORTION OF IRANIAN FRIGATE BUY, DESIRABILITY 
OF GETTING UNDER CONTRACT SOON, AND THA GOI WOULD NOT 
MAKE FINAL DISISION UNTIL CLEAR ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF 
ACQUIRING US WEAPONS SUITES AND COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
CAMPAGNE ALSO POINTED OUT DUTCH UNDERSTANING OF GOI 
INTENTION TO SPLIT FRIGATE PROGRAM INTO TWO PARTS; 

8 FRIGATES WILL BE IN THE FIRST TRANCHE, AND 4 MORE, 

AT A LATER DATE, WILL COMPRISE THE SECOND. CAMPAGNE 
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WAS INITIALLY CONVINCED THAT SUCH A TWO BITE APPROACH 
WOULD MAKE POSITIVE USG DECISION EASIER BECAUSE OF 
ARMS TRANSFER CEILING CONSIDERATIONS. IT WAS POINTED 
OUT TO HIM THAT IF WE AGREE TO US EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
IIN FRIGATES OVER SEVERAL YEARS. IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT A 
LARGER PURCHASE MIGHT EVEN HELP TIMING CONSIDERATIONS 
FOR THE SHIPYARD CONSTRUCTING THE FRIGATES, SINCE IT 
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MIGHT ENABLE A SECOND PRODUCTION LINE OR SOME ARRANGE- 
MENT TO EXPEDITE THE MARK 13 LAUNCHER, WHICH WE UNDER- 
STAND IS THE CRITICAL PACING ITEM AMONG THE US 
EQUIPMENT. 

2. AMBASSADOR CAMPAGNE ASKED ME WHAT INFORMATION WE 
HAD FROM WASHINGTON ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE IRANIAN 
REQUEST, AND I REPLIED THAT WE HAD NO WORD THAT A 
DECISION HAD YET BEEN REACHED; THE MATTER WAS STILL 
APPARENTLY UNDER REVIEW. CAMPAGNE SAID DUTCH WERE 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED BECAUSE DUTCH CNO WOULD VISIT 
IRAN EARLY IN JUNE, AND DISCUSSIONS WITH GOI WERE FAR 
ENOUGH ALONG SO THAT CONTRACT COULD SHORTLY BE 
COMPLETED. DUTCH UNDERSTOOD, HOWEVER, THAT CONTRACT 
IMPOSSIBLE PENDING US DECISION BECAUSE OF IRANIAN 
INSISTANCE ON BUYING US FOR PURPOSES OF COMPATIBILITY. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, MAY 30, GENERAL TOUFANIAN ASKED ME ABOUT 
STATUS OF US CONSIDERATION, AND SAID HE WISHED TO REPORT 
TO THE SHAH BEFORE VISIT OF DUTCH MINISTER (IMPLICATION 
WAS MINISTER OF DEFENSE) EARLY IN JUNE. I TOLD TOUFANIAN 
NO DECISION HAD AS YET BEEN MADE, BUT THAT I WOULD 
INQUIRE ABOUT STATUS. 

3. YOU WILL HAVE SEEN BY NOW TEHRAN 5173, CONTAINING 
MISSION ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATION THAT USG APPROVE 
REQUESTED SALE OF US EQUIPMENT FOR IIN FRIGATES. IT 
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SHOULD BE STRESSED THAT THESE 12 FRIGATES WILL REPLACE 
1 1 OBSOLESCENT ESCORT VESSELS CURRENTLY IN USE. FOR 
ME THE MOST TELLING POINT REVOLVES AROUND THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR IRANIAN RESOURCES, MOST IMPORTANTLY HUMAN, IF US 
EQUIPMENT IS A PART OF THE IRANIAN FRIGATES. TRAINING 
WOULD BE EASIER, INTEROPERABILITY FULLER AND MORE 
EFFECTIVE, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS EASIER, LOGISTIC 
REQUIREMENTS FAR LESS COMPLEX; CLEARLY, IT WOULD BE 
EASIER AND REQUIRE LESS ON THE IRANIAN SIDE. AN 
ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION, WHICH PARTICULARLY CONCERNS 
ME, IS THAT IT WOULD REQUIRE LESS FROM THE STANDPOINT 
OF US PRESENCE TO ASSIST THE IRANIANS WITH THE EQUIP- 
MENT. I VIEW THAT A A DISTINCT PLUS, SINCE ONE OF MY 
CENTRAL CHARGES IS TO ENSURE THE LOWEST POSSIBLE US 
PROFILE IN CONNECTION WITH IRAN’S MILITARY MODERNIZATION 
EFFORTS. 

4. OBVIOUSLY, IT IS NOT FOR ME TO TOOT A HORN IN 
SUPPORT OF DUTCH SHIPYARDS, BUT I WOULD GUESS THAT 
FROM A BROAD NATO STANDPOINT IT WOULD BE IN OUR INTEREST 
TO ASSIST THE DUTCH IN SOMETHING THAT THEY CLEARLY 
VIEW AS CRITICAL. 
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5. I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SOONEST A REPORT ON 
WHERE THINGS STAND WITH RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
THE GOI REQUEST FOR US EQUIPMENT FOR THE IIN FRIGATES. 

AS NOTED ABOVE, I BELIEVE THE ANSER IS CLEAR, AND THAT 
A POSITIVE DECISION IS DECIDEDLY INTHE US INTEREST 
FROM MANY STANDPOINTS. 

6. I WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE KNOWING WHETHER IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO SPEED UP AVAILABILITY OF THE MARK 13 LAUNCHER 
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SIZEABLE ORDER THAT IS CONTEMPLATED 
FOR THE IIN FRIGATES. THIS COULD OBVIOUSLY BE DONE IF 

THE MANUFACTURER IS PREPARED TO ESTABLISH A SECOND PRO- 
DUCTION LINE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 TEHRAN 05193 010857Z 

SULLIVAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PROCUREMENT, MILITARY EQUIPMENT, NAVAL SHIPS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TEHRAN05193 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780229-0001 
Format: TEL 
From: TEHRAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 05/aaaadmri.tel 

Line Count: 137 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 82b7417d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TEHRAN 5173 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2154215 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US WEAPONS SUITES FOR IIN FRIGATES 
TAGS: MASS, IR, US, NL, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/82b7417d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



